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The Local Elections 
THE EDITORIAL of our last issue Herbert Morrison issued the call bidding us go into 
the fight for the District and Borough Councils. It was an inspiring message and 

'y now will have been translated into action across the length and breadth of the 

ountry. 

Should there still be districts where Labour’s campaign has not been geared up to 
hat maximum drive and efficiency essential for victory, then even now it is not too 
ate for the initiative to be taken and the necessary onslaught made, F 
_ The importance of Local Government Elections has been emphasised and underlin 
ime and again in the Labour Organiser until no further emphasis should be necessary. 
"very agent, every active worker has for long been aware of their importance, and on 
his occasion they are even more important. 

_ Labour’s magnificently increased poll at the General Election can be taken that our 

ctive workers have indeed activated a great mass of the electorate towards a new 

ppreciation of what we, as a Government have achieved. 

Shortly we will learn whether the electorate are aware of the importance of local 
lections as well and the importance of returning Labour councillors, men and women, 
ent on achieving locally what Labour has achieved nationally. 

We believe, thanks to our own efforts, that the electorate has, to a considerable 
egree been made aware of this, and that our activities and achievements have impressed 
n them not only the importance of these elections but also the importance of returning 
abour councillors. : 

The Tories will be waiting on the final results of the local elections with the same 
axiety as they waited on the results of the General Election. 

Let us make sure that their anxieties are increased and that we deepen their anxiety 
wr the future of reaction both nationally and locally, by the results of this month’s 
ections, 


i 


- Absent Voters 


yx PAGES 10-AND 11 Of this issue there appears one of the most important articles 
published in the Labour Organiser for some time, Written by Trebreh, the pen- 
ume of S@meone whose advice and knowledge is perhaps without equal in things 
ganisational, the article deals with that all-important subject—the absent voter. 

The absent voter has assumed-an importance equal to that of the floating voter, an 
uportance which must be realised by all concerned, Electoral margins are influenced 
- the absent voter, on occasions they hold the key to victory or failure in the return 
candidates, 

Trebreh, in his article, asks everyone to face facts and to realise that many votes 
sre lost to Labour by the failure of some agents to grasp the importance of capturing 
e absent voter in their constituencies. , 

It is apparent that confusion still remains with regard to procedure concerning 
sent votes and for that reason we stress the importance of this article. 
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NA RECENT: 1ssuE of the Glasgow 
Forward I read the following unassum- 


e ing story. Behind it lies an achievement 


which deserves broadcasting rather than 
being treated with such masterly under- 
statement : — i 

“Two months ago an anniversary came 


and went while I was too busy to notice it. 


On January 29th it was ten years since the 


_day I entered a dingy office on the south 


bank of the Clyde to take up my duties as 
Scottish secretary of the Labour Party, 
returning to my native land after an 
absence of twenty years. 

“They have been ten years of hard 
labour, but also of interest and all the 
fascinating variety of politics as seen from 
the inside. Several illusions were speedily 


. shattered, and the first to go was my belief 


in the theory of the ‘Red’ Clyde. 

“It was a bit of a shock to find a surplus 
of political theorists and a scarcity of 
practical workers, trained and willing to 
undertake detailed work which would 
transform theories into realities. 
“Thousands more of these are still needed, 
for seven of Glasgow’s fifteen constituencies 
are still represented by Tories who were 
able to poll 255,223 votes.against 286,150 
for Labour—a higher ratio than any 
industrial city in Britain. 

“The next illusion to be lost by a longer 
and more painful process of gradual con- 
viction was the belief held by most exiled 
Scots, during their exile, that home rule 
would be a good thing for Scotland. I 
was sweirt to shed this cherished illusion 
and struggled hard and long to retain it. 

“But experience of working class life both 
sides of the Border and a growing know- 
ledge of the relentless facts eventually 
forced me to the conclusion that it was 
untenable and whatever troubles Scotland 
had were economic rather than political. 
There would have been more attraction 
and probably more popularity in taking 
the other line, but what is one to do when 
confronted with a choice between ex- 
pediency plus insincerity and conviction 
plus self-respect? 


By HAMISH MACKINVEN 


“with friendships and leavened with 


“But, despite occasional disillusion 
these ten years have been rich and - 
They have passed like a flash brigh 


humour even in the midst of the tough 
problems, yp eo 
“It is good to have a job in which 0 
never knows what the hell is going 
happen next and never has time to wor 
about it when it happens. Looking f 
ward, we can ‘greet the unseen with 
cheer,’ which is all the more hearty bec’ 
of the knowledge that the ordinary Scotti 
people with whom I come exclusively in 
contact, are equal to any set of circu 
7 


stances and can conquer them.” _ ; 

To repeat, a masterpiece of personal und 
statement, and the writer of course is Jol 
Taylor, Scottish Secretary of the Labo 
Party whose work in Scotland during t 
ten years which he mentions has be 
Trojan to say the least. - 


ORE NEWS reaches us from Scotla 
this month, of a novel electioneeri 
scheme put over by the supporters 
Morgan Thomson, who contested the Hi 
head constituency in Glasgow. 

These young people, members of the Io 
Youth Community, staged open-; 
theatrical productions on convenient op 
spaces in the constituency, performi 
their plays from the back of an open lor 

The plays were specially written for t 
occasion with an appropriate politi 
slant, each one running for not more th 
ten minutes. From the interest attract 
this is an idea which could perhaps 
further explored and developed by ott 
constituencies where amateur dramati 
are on the membership book. 


4 ew PROPAGANDA SECRETARY of Ea 
bourne Labour Party tells us that 
new Ward Party has been formed at E 
Dean. This new Ward Party is unic 
in having as Deputy Chairman } 
Hamilton Fyfe, who, of course, was edi 
of the Daily Herald for many -years a 
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| SITUATIONS VACANT sae 


van ‘Worsell, |, BEM, was qupointed 
an. and Mr. Cecil Dann secretary. 


Reg. Groves, another well-known 
alist journalist, ‘who contested the con- 
uency | at the General Election, was 
esent at the inaugural meeting of the 
ww Party and spoke on the objects and 
ms of the Party. 


« 


“HE PUBLICITY PEOPLE and pamphleteers 
. at Head Office spend considerable time 
id-go to great pains in preparing litera- 


re. Much original thought, much con- . 


Itation, much effort goes into each 
iblication. It.came as a surprise there- 


re when speaking recently with an agent 


‘be told that there are still Local Parties 
lich leave literature lying packed as it 
tives from Transport House instead of 
stributing it. Such cases are rare, but 
was rather a blow to learn that even one 
blication nowadays is not quickly 
ssed into the hands of those for whom 
was intended. Remember the furrowed 
ows which go into the producing of 
erature. Wipe off those furrows by 
ving the publicity people the satisfac- 
m of knowing that everything which 
ey produce does in fact go out. 


_P. O’Lzary, Press Officer of Petersfield 
» Divisional Labour Party, reports an 
mest phenomenal increase in his party’s 
smbership from 240 in 1948 to a present 
ength of approximately 1,400. 

Since last year,’ he writes, “we had 
increase of 7 Local Parties and one 
anch of the League of Youth, making 
total of 17 Local Parties 
anches of the League of Youth. Our 
achine is now comparatively strong. We 
d wonders at the recent election, polling 
472 votes against an approximate 2,000 

1935-” 
he Petersfield Party has a trade union 
iliation amounting to some 2,000. 
ummed up, no more need be said than 
at Petersfield are going places and not 

ntent with present successes report con- 
ently of starting yet another. member- 
ip drive. 
milarly with North-West Nottingham 
visional Labour Party, they too are 
ing places in gaining new members. 
cently they set themselves a target of 
oo and since the General Election have 
eady enrolled over 300, basing their 
mpaign on canvass-results gained at the 
neral Election. 


KIDDERMINSTER C.L.P. 


and 5 


1950. 


invites applications 
for the post of full-time Secretary-Agent. Salary 


and conditions in accordance with National Agree-- 
from Alderman D. 


ment. Application forms 
Samuel, 14 Ciarence Street, Kidderminster, Worcs., 


to whom they must ‘Be returned by Monday, 22 


May, 1950, 


CONWAY CLP. invites applications for the 
Post of full-time Agent. Salary and conditions in 
accordance with National Agreement. Application 
forms from Mr. Owen Edwards, Avonia Buildings, 
High Street, Bangor, Caernarvonshire, 
returned by 20 May, 1950. 


CENTRAL NORFOLK C.L.P.—Applications are 
invited for the post of Secretary-Agent. Salary and 
conditions in accordance with National Agree- 

ment, Application forms from Mr. J. R. Spraggias, 
13. Boundary Avenue, Hellesdon, Norwich, to 
ae they must be returned not later than 19 May, 


WEMBLEY NORTH CL. —aApplications are’ 


invited for the post of Secretary-Agent. Salary 
and conditions in accordance with National Agree- 
ment. Application forms from Mr. G. R. Gather- 
cole, 104 Winchester Avenue, Kingsbury, London, 
N.W.9, to whom they must be returned not later 
than 22 May, 1950. 


CARNARVONSHIRE C.L.P.—Applications are 
invited for the post of full-time Organiser. Salary 
and conditiens in accordance with the National 
Agreement. Application forms can be obtained 
from Emyr P. Thomas, 4 Castie Street, Caernarvon, 


to whom they should be returned not later than : 


20 May, 1950. - 


CIRENCESTER & _TEWKESBURY  C.L.P 
invites applications for the post of full-time Agent. 
Appointment to be made in accordance with 
National Agreement. Application forms from Mr. 
G. W. Pitt, Cleevelands Farm, Bishop’s Cleeve, 
nr. Cheltenham, Glos., to be returned by Thurs- 
day, May 18, 1950. 


STOCKTON-ON-TEES C.L.P. invites applica- 
tions for the post of full-time Secretary-Agent. 
Appointment to be made in accordance with 
National Agreement. Application forms from Mrs. 
E. L. Davies, 2 Hume Street, Stockton-on-Tees, to 
whom they should be returned by 28 May, 1950. 


GATESHEAD LABOUR PARTY & TRADES 
COUNCIL.—Applications are invited for the 
post of full-time Agent. Salary and conditions in 
accordance with the National Agreement. Appli- 
cation forms can be had from Mr. Coates, Secre- 
tary, Labour Hall, 7 Walker Terrace, Gateshead- 
on-Tyne, to whom they must be returned not later 
than 20 May, 1950. 


LEEDS SOUTH-EAST C.L.P. invites applications 
for the post of Secretary-Agent. Salary and con- 
ditions in accordance with National Agreement. 
Application forms from Mr. J. Marshall, 26 Valley 
Drive, Halton, Leeds, to be returned by 27 May, 
1950. 


EXETER C.L.P. invites applications for the post 
of full-time Agent. Salary and conditions in 
accordance with the National Agreement. Applica- 
tion forms from the Secretary, Sun Street, Exeter, 
to be returned by Friday, 12 May, 1950. 


SOUTH-WEST NORFOLK C.L.P. invites appli- 
cations for full-time Agent. National salary scale. 
The appointment to be made in consultation with 
the National Executive Committee. Forms of appli- 
cation from Mr. H. Edwards, Highfield, Lynn Road, 
Swaffham, Norfolk, to be returned by 15 May, 


(continued on page 8) 


to MHS 


ne, Crout 
Retires 


; M". MABEL CROUT will be rétining from 


the office of Secretary and Agent of 


Woolwich Labour Party on June 3oth, 


after a career and a lifetime devoted to 
the cause of Labour. 

Joining the Party in 1906, she was 
appointed a clerk four years later, Assist- 
ant Secretary in 1912 and on the death of 
Mr. William Barefoot in 1941, was pro- 
moted to the office of Secretary. 

Miss Crout has played a prominent part 
in the work which has resulted in the 
Woolwich Labour Party becoming one of 
the best organised in the country. 

Proof of this excellent state of the Party’s 

health is given in their Annual Report, 

just issued, which states that during last 
year 2,205 new members were enrolled, 
bringing membership at the beginning of 

1950 to 8,628. 

During her 40 years of service with the 


_ Party Miss Crout has taken part in 13 


Parliamentary. Elections and in Local 
Government Elections, 

She was also responsible for the forma- 
tion of the Woolwich Women’s Section of 
which she was Secretary from 1918 until 
1941. From 1936 until .1949 she was 
Chairman of the Conference Arrange- 
ments’ Committee of the National Confer- 
ence of Labour Women. 

For over 20 years London Labour Party 
Executive Committee had her as a hard- 
working member. 


Public Life 

Miss Crout, apart from her work as an 
official in the Party, will also be remem- 
bered for the prominent part which she 
has played in the public life of Woolwich. 

To her credit goes thirty years’ continuous 
membership of the Woolwich Borough 
Council where. her work in connection 
with Public Health, Maternity and Child 
Welfare, and Housing have been particu- 
larly notable. 

She has been Whip to the Labour Group 
since 1941 and was Mayor of the Borough 
during the years 1937-38. 

Appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1920 
Miss Crout was appointed in 1944 to the 
Government Committee which was consti- 
tuted to consider the provision of Legal 
Aid for the Poor. 

With her resignation from the office of 
Secretary Miss Crout’s public work and 


Borough Council mi elected to the L. 
in 1949, and still as energetic as ever, 
Crout will remain a worker for the 1 
ment. 

It is thanks to people of her stamp 
calibre that Labour iso: its pre 


° 


position. 
Congratulations Miss Crout—and 
you. 


SITUATIONS VACANT—(Contd.} 


WOOLWICH LABOUR PARTY.—Applicatic 
are invited for the post of full-time constituer 
Agent for the East Woolwich constituency in # 

employment of the Woolwich Labour Party. T 
successful applicant will also be required to act 
Assistant Secretary. Salary and conditions 

accordance with National Agreement. Applicat® 
forms from Miss Mabe) Crout, 3 Woolwich Ne 
Road, S.E.18, to be returned by 31 May. + 


BILLERICAY C.L.P. invites applications 1 
the post of full-time Agent. Salary and conditic 
as per National Agreement. Forms of applicati 
from Secretary, ‘*‘Warwick House’, High Ros 
South Benfleet, Essex, to be returned by 14 Mz 
1950. 


POLITICAL SECRETARY 


Applications are invited for the position of 
Political Secretary to the London Co-operative 
Society, Ltd. (Political Committee). Com. 
mencing salary £750 per annum. Superannua 
tion scheme in operat’on. 

Applicants must have had experience in al 
phases of political organisation and publicity 


be familiar with election law, and the conduc 
of elections. 


It is essential that applicants have a know 
ledge of the Co-operative Movement, , thi 
Co-operative Party, and the National Agree 
ment between the Co-operative and -Labou 
Parties. 


Those seeking appointment must be capabl 
of initiating and controlling campaigns over ; 
wide area. The Area of the London Co 
operative Society covers 70 constituencies. 

None but experienced persons should apply 

Applications endorsed ‘Political Secretary’ 
stating age, experience and _ qualifications 
together with two recent references, should b 
made not later than Wednesday, 31st May 


1950, to: 
LONDON CO OPERATIVE SOCIETY, LTD. 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE, 
Pioneer House, 348 Grays Inn Road, 
London, W.C.1. 
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“It Is Easy Speaking In 
pen Air 


Says JAMES DICKENS, 


Vice-Chairman, Scottish Labour League of Youth, 


M E, SPEAK IN THE OPEN AIR, at a Streci 
rt corner, oh no, I couldn’t do that.” 
Tow often have we heard such a retort 
rom keen, enthusiastic Party workers? 
00d on the doorsteps, good in the queues, 
t the bench or in the shop, but up on the 
box, absolutely out of the question, 
uch workers will carry the soapbox 
illingly enough, but they will never 
nount it themselves. 
Yet, at this particular juncture it is of 
aramount importance that we do ‘have 
eople willing and able to talk in the 
pen air, particularly now with the 
pproach of summer when a great section 
ft the electorate themselves are out of 
loors, at week-ends or in the evening. 
Many older members in the Party will 
ecall the vigour and enthusiasm during 
he propaganda days of the old I.L.P. when 
Imost every local branch held weekly 
ropaganda meetings summer and winter, 
ear in and year out, making thousands of 
onverts to Socialism. 


In The Street Corners 

jome two years ago a group of enthusiasts 
n Glasgow, influenced, unconsciously 
ethaps, by the great host of able and 
williant open-air speakers for which the 
ity has been so long farhous met to dis- 
uss ways and means of bringing Socialism 
yack to the street corner, to the public 
ark entrance and to the village green or 
he country town square on a summer 
vening. 

This group was composed of young mem- 
ers of Glasgow Labour Party — several 
inder twenty years of age, none over 
hirty — under the leadership of Morgan 
‘-homson, editor of “Forward.” 

By the very nature of their different 
nvironments and occupations, the group 
yere a typical example of how truly 
ational in character and in following is 
he present-day Labour Party. 

Among them were a school teacher, a 
nedical student, a railway clerk, a ship- 
ard worker, clerks, an engineer, an 
ipholsterer, and a journalist. Both sexes 
vere represented and it is giving away no 
ecret to remark that among the most 
uccessful speakers in the group to-day is 


‘Member, National Consultative Committee, L.O.Y. ° 


a young housewife who, a year ago, would 
have fled at the very mention of her ever 
speaking in public. 


Breaking In 
It was decided to hold weekly Sunday 
evening meetings at: which members 
would break themselves into achieving the 
ability to speak in public. Those waiting 
to speak went about among the crowd— 
and crowds there always were — selling 
literature. 

After a 1ather nervous and hesitant 
start when the palms of the hands were 


wet with sweat and it seemed hopeless to 


try speaking against the roar and whine 
of passing tramcars, when the hurled 
interjection from a member of the 
audience or the mob of youngsters scram- 
bling around the soap--box had been 
mastered, the speakers quickly gained in 
confidence, acquired the knack and 
mannerisms of practiced veterans, devel- 
oped powers of repartee and were soon 
able to tackle any meeting and handle 
even the noisiest of Saturday crowds. 

In fact the Group Leader had eventually 
to ration speaking time on the soapbox 
so keen were his members. 

It was not long until the abilities of the 
“Forward” Group were hoticed over a 
wide field in Scotland; as their prowess 
increased so did their fame spread. 

An opportunity came for the Group to 
make a real name for itself in November 
1948 during the Stirling and Falkirk by- 
election, ‘They moved en masse into the 
constituency and-found that from the very 
first day their star had ascended in the 
Scottish political firmament. 

Local Party Executives began paying 
attention to the “Forward” Group and at 
last year’s local elections two members 
were candidates, while at the General 
Election in February three members were 
Parliamentary candidates, an honour 
which might never have come their way 
so early in life had they not attracted 
attention by their open-air activities. 

During the General Election the Group 
really made themselves a permanent 
feature in things political. 


(continued on page 19) 


hat Le: US FACE Facts. Many yotes were 
Ly lost to the Labour Party at the recent 
General Election because some Agents 


failed to seize with both hands a gift 
.. from the Gods, or-rather from the R.O., 


in the form of a ‘certain List: “C.” This 
List was really a goodly slice of the 


Register with ready made information | 


free, and what is more important, without 
_ any particular effort having been made 
by the Agent in obtaining it. 

This information _ was available on 
January 1oth, and whilst no one would 


suggest that an Agent ought to fill in an. 


application form for an outsize in angel’s 
wings if he or she had immediately gone 
“ALL OUT” to cash in on this, it was 
just. common sense that every effort 


should have been made to use it to the 


best advantage for the, then, coming 
election and put a scheme into operation to 
go after'so many possible lost votes. Once 
again the importance of being in possession 
of a marked register sticks-out a mile to 
handle such a job as this, 


Labour Party Headquarters 

Labour Party Headquarters had antici- 
pated the importance of the Postal Vote 
by sending out, some months ago, several 
copies of a four-page leaflet to all Agents 
and Constituency Labour Parties, dealing 
with “The Voters List,’ “The Postal Vote,’ 
and ‘The Proxy Vote,’ in a simple, 
straightforward way. Matters were fully 
explained as to how applications could 
be put through, and the guidance and 
help given proved invaluable in pre- 
liminary work undertaken throughout the 
country. 


_ Departments 
Tt is now recognised that a good Election 
Agent sets up his business for the election 


with certain departments . suitably 
arranged so that:the best possible results 
can be obtained from _ prospective 


customers, persons fitted to take charge of 
these should be appointed, these depart- 
ments should be for Meetings, Publicity, 
Committee Rooms, Canvassing, Removals, 
Cars, and now must be added: Absent 
Voters. Of course some of these depart- 


t me p o 
ments have to be merged out of s 
necessity but our aim should be as hig 
possible consistent with the man) 
available. teeth ole 


. Absent Voters = 


There are many hundreds of Ab 
Voters in most constituencies and 
must be catered for IN TIME, here =< 
different approach will have to be ui 
so let us examine one simple methoc 
which could be adopted to this end. _ 
(1) Remember that the R.O. shall make 
a copy of the record of absent voter! 
available for inspection at his office, 


by Trebreh 
— @ 


Flawless organ 
In this article 
Labour’s most 
of organisatic 
which is of pa 
clear away: p 
standings whic 
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(2) Fix an early appointment for some. 

one on behalf of the Agent to go alongs 
and make a copy for use. 

(3) Have all names checked from this lis: 
on the register, mark an ‘A’ agains 
each so as to indicate. that they are 
absent voters, these can then be elimin 
ated for all practical purposes fo: 
polling-day arrangements. 

(4) Have a set of envelopes addressed 

preferably typewritten. 

Prepare and have duplicated — o1 

_ note-headed paper sufficient copies o 

a personal letter something on th 
following lines—adjusted to suit cir 
cumstances:— 


— 
n 
— 
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ELECTION NOTEHEADING aS a great opportunity to undermine ar eee 2 
ri Date _ hitherto unchallenged confidence of the 
Dear Mr. * - *(a) electorate in our Labour Government. 


You will shortly be receiving by post . TOGETHER we must see that they do 
from the Returning Officer for this Con- 0t succeed. f 


stituency, a ballot paper to enable you to Yours sincerely, 

vote at this election, as your name appears (c) f 

on the Register of Electors as an Absent THE LABOUR CANDIDATE, 
- Voter. : 


Please Note: You will be receiving from 
I have the privilege of standing as the the Returning Officer: a ballot paper—a 
Labour Candidate in this most important ballot paper envelope—a declaration of 
contest and I enclose a copy of my identity and an _ addressed prepaid 
Election Address which I hope you willdo C¢nvelope for their return, 
me the honour of reading. Please see the instructions which are on 
; the back of the declaration of identity. 
Your signature on the declaration must 
be witnessed and the address of the 
witness given. | : 
Only the ballot paper should be placed 
in the ballot paper envelope—so as to 


reserve the secrecy of your vote — and 

it the root of every SUCCESS. ite envelope, eetihie ith the deciara- 

, the pen-name of one of tion of identity, should be enclosed in the 

§ ; larger envelope for return to the Returning 

inisers deals with an aspect Officer, to reach him not later than (4d). 

: Duplicated and Published by “(e): 

cerning the absent voter, (6) See that this letter dogaiher Gan a copy — 

sortance. This article will of the Election. Address is in the 

; : : appropriate envelope, and _ sealed 

culties and any misunder- down. 
(7) These can go by the Free Post, previous 
been abroad. arrangements having been made with 


the Postmaster concerned. The posting 
should be made not later than ONE 
Day before the Ballot Papers are des- 


at ’ - patched by the R.O., the exact informa- 
You know of —Labour’s - magnificent tion as to this can be obtained from 


gerord and: what the Party -sets out to-da the R.O., however, it is usually one or 
end what it has already, accomplished. two days after nominations have closed. 
We are engaged in a great adventure—the a-chjeyement 

fteating of a free world—free from want ‘The Election Agent has thus ensured that 
ee om fear, : every postal voter has received, at least 
The choice is yours, choose wisely, your gn day before he receives his Ballot Paper, 


future depends on it. 2 ; 
I ask for your vote. Help (b) to show (continued on page 15) 


the world its confidence in Labour, this *(a) Here fill in surname of elector. 
will be an encouragement to go forward (b) Here fill in name of Constituency. 
in a determination to overcome all the  (c) Either personal signature of Candidate 


difficulties that beset us and the world in or rubber stamp facsimile signature. 
general. (d) Fill in date of Polling Day. 

OUR OPPONENTS will put everything (e) Fill in name and address of Election 
they have into a fight which they regard Agent. 
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ere New “Agent Views : 
 . The Prospect | a oa 


by JOHN MACMILLAN, Agent, South Backs 


ATE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE at its meeting ~ 


to-day approved your appointmen: 


as the Agent. for South Buckingham.’ ~ 


_ Sixteen words, not on a parchment scroll 


loaded with a heavy seal, but typed on an 


Ce ordinary slip of paper, yet to me, as 


important as any diploma. 

I suppose every Agent gets a similar 
thrill on his appointment being confirmed, 
it is his passport from the voluntary into 
the full-time, an. opportunity to show his 
mettle. 

In many respects I am glad that South 
Buckingham is my area. 
virgin soil, a ‘constituency born by 
redistribution, and as ‘such new in almost 
every respect. I came to it at a time when 
even the foundations had hardly been laid 
among people, almost all of whom had 
little or no previous political experience 
or real, downright convictions. 

It is also one of the officially ‘difficult’ 
constituencies, semi-rural, semi-dormitory, 
populated by men and women who still 
have a touch of feudalism about their 
political thinking or who feel.they have 
moved away from what Labour stands for. 
Of course there were the faithful few 
awaiting my arrival eagerly. Men and 
women who had carried on despite the 
apathy and lethargy of their fellows. For 
the rest of my life I will never forget the 
look on the face of a certain middle-aged 
man who appeared to consider me as 
some sort of deliverer come to weld into 
shape what he had been attempting to 
bring about all his life. 

Such a look must also be known to most 
Agents, it is the look which really con- 
firms them in their job, determined to 
give of their best, no matter what hold- 
ups or snags may come their way. 

And snags enough I found on taking up 
my post. No office, no office equipment, 
no transport save public service vehicles. 
literally nothing save the knowledge that 
here and there scattered about were people 
on whom I could depend and look to for 
guidance. 

In an area such as South Bucks., one 
quickly realises that the Tories, although 
they never say it outright, are ceaselessly 
iusinuating among men and women who 
work for a small-time boss that to vote 


It is practically | 
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against the ‘boss’s party’ is to run the 
chance of losing some privilege or other. — 
This may sound fantastic in 1950, but such © | 
really is the case. ay 
I found myself at hed outset with no 
records, no means of checking Pessiar. | 
how this new constituency might vote. 
It was a case of organising and working © 
as best one could, waiting on the 
barometer of the General Election. 
Came the results, Tory 26,000, Liberal © 
5,000, Labour almost 12,000, and despite | 
the past lethargy, the lack of previous 

organisation, these figures showed that — 
the barometer was ‘set fair’ for Labour in 
South Bucks. . 

With this result, similar to so many 
other typically ‘difficult’ constituencies, — 
my work as Agent was clarified. I — 
realised then that the foundation had 

been laid, that from now on it must be a © 
case of creating enthusiasm in the local 


{continued on page 19) 
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To be well-informed, you 
must read... 


The 
SOCIALIST 
LEADER 


News and Views on events 
at Home and Abroad 


2d. weekly 


Order from your newsagent 
or from the publishers 


318 REGENTS PARK ROAD 
FINCHLEY, N.3 


Annual subscription 12/- 
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; G0op NEWS FROM THE SOUTH” 


_ Tory Stronghold Breached 


by a Special Correspondent 


YME REGIS now has a Labour Party! 

4 This. should be acclaimed by all 
Labour supporters in Britain, as a great 
achievement, for Lyme Regis has been a 
Tory stronghold for hundreds of years. 

Lyme is a small seaside town. Retired 
people with pensions live here. Wealthy 
people—shopkeepers, hotel and boarding- 
_house keepers. There’s a little fishing but 

-no real industry. Is it any wonder that 

the Conservatives have always regarded 
' Lyme as their ‘pigeon’? 

For hundreds of years, the people of Lyme 
' have been taught, and many still believe, 
that there should be a ruling class— the 
maister’. But at the last Election the 
Tories suddenly found that a few of the 
Lyme residents were resisting the usual 
Tory blandishments. 

That old Labour stalwart Ald. Harry 
- Blanchard (ex-mayor of Lyme) was in the 
Labour ring, pitching as usual, but this 
time he was joined by a small, determined 
band of youngsters. 

A young Scottish schoolmaster—John 
Gray, took the chair at one meeting. His 
wife Joan—a Lyme girl, gave a talk to the 


eee nun rans nage Hs toms U SAAB EM SASSRSASOESTAEES SEER nAzSD Gis axuoe DOOSEABSOESDUSASMEGETESUD ON EXEUASSIOBTSSNADAMAADSLASEDJASNAASAASUCEANGAASOPSSSAELSXAAEARINAUBLSAAAULAANO SER GA EAE SRALLGOILIEDY, 


PROMPT ATTENTION 
EARLY DELIVERY 


‘WOVervaveuaeuancouvcuusengersvsvessy csevoauyereeueuceCrevavUrseeRaereserreucraosesen 


Calling All Organisers... 


. . with the news that our distinctive printing 


and quality stationery is at your service 


London Organisers | SPECIAL OFFER | Country Organisers 
contact : Melville } 3% in. by 6 in. Commercial | contact: 468, High 
Yopper, ros, Clapton Manilla Envelopes (well | a Chiswick, Lon- 
Common, London, ; gummed) at 11/6 per 1,000 don, W.4, (CHIswick 
E.5. (STAmford: Hill i (inclusive of Tax), delivered 0929.) 

9707.) i free. | 


SEND IN YOUR ORDER NOW 


THE ARMSTRONG PRESS LTD. 


sooeseryrerevesenyeauenevaseuceenspsersurererenvreredtese+racceeseoocecercorveneoscererrreccurssurecooussevevevevessesesrveverrsrereveresrvaessessgervourveousrveverovrevevsrrvrerurreqvscosureyeeveveryrve.: 
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women at another gathering. Pat Hyde, 
a professional singer, wrote a song exhort- 


ing them to ‘Vote Labour’ and then sang 


it to the meetings. The local photo- 
grapher—Peter Rush—iurned out with a- 
car for polling-day, and braved the array. 
of blue rosettes to bring the-old and sick 
to the poll. 
rest«of the little unorganised band went — 
into action, knocking on doors, 
watching, canvassing, to help Loupe: 


Tories Alarmed 

The week before the Tories were reported 

to have ‘become alarmed at the atmosphere 

in Lyme.’ They had been so confident - 
until then that they hadn’t bothered about. 

an eve-of-poll meeting, and by the time 

they did think about it, there wasn't a 
hall available. 
When it was all over, the Labour people 

in Lyme took stock, and realised what 

could have been done if they had been 

organised — and soa Labour Party has 

been formed in Lyme Regis. ‘ 
A public meeting was held on the 23rd 


(continued on page 18) 


COMPLETE SATISFACTION 
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And in the driving rain, the — _ 


baby- — 
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(A report of the work of the st. eaten ts Labou 
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i ghost ar a08E in this field c 
the growth in Party membership, coming year. 
as increased by 100 per cent. All ‘Labour Life’ has continued to Be 
rds have ‘been successful in this respect regularly during the year, and since the 
th the exception of Ward IV which’ has appointment of the new Editor, who has 
fered through removals of key person- devoted considerable time to its produc 
nel. The leading Ward in membership tion and distribution, an increase of | 
ah at the moment is Ward I, and praise is has been obtained in its circulation. = 
due to Ward I workers for this remarkable Two draws were held during the gk 
‘achievement. However, there is little to and both these resulted in larger ‘profits — 
_choose. between all the rest of the Wards than have ever_been | made by the’ Party & 
in enthusiasm, and there is keen competi- _ in the past. 
tion between them to build up the mem- 
A bership. Dances | 
Several small dances and whiak drives 
sla el Elections of hard work mainly 224 socials were held which resulted in a 
239 bernie of the Municipal Elections. ui scale ca Party: 10s ee 
a April there were the L.C.C. Elections A ante Bi bab successful rates 
ial She * it did not result in quite so substantial a 
profit as the one held in the previous year. 
Praise is due to the Social Committee and 
especially to the Secretary for a year of 
hard and conscientious work under diffi- 
. cult circumstances. ¢ 
With regard to ward organisation, in 
Combined Wards East substantial progress 
: : x : has been made towards strengthening 
be inus ewe the LCC, Elections party organisation by the separating of 
The Borough Council Elections in May Ward VI ls pes ane ne ei is — 
showed a determined and all-out effort by ' ae at yA “e gu vegetvedy: t 
_. - the Conservatives to defeat us in Ward II. £Y°? sae Fae t ve a Se a: Rorean 
The result was an overwhelming victory ‘* ¥ ee E a, part of the Borough’ § 
for Labour in which the vote was increased a Pie ie ad wee a oon 
from between three to five hundred over sreates. Hay See 
the nine candidates. The Labour majority Werd III Y 


was correspondingly increased. Our efforts In the Labour stronghold of Ward III the 
ud elsewhere did not meet with such good — Jast three months have shown a substantial 
results, however, and exposed the. weak- strengthening of the organisation and the 
nesses of our ward organisation. The . pew Ward Secretary is entitled to con- 
lesson to be learned from these elections siderable praise for the way in which he 
is the old one that elections are not won has revived ward organisation, . 
during a three weeks’ election campaign My aim in the coming year is to increase 
but by consistent work between elections. our membership to the 3,000 mark, to initi- 
An amazing feature of the election was ate more public meetings, Brains Trusts 
that 500 votes were recorded for Labour and debates, etc., to maintain and expand 
in Ward TI without any distribution of our social programme, In addition we 
literature or any other work being put into should initiate classes in Socialist philo- 
the campaign. sophy, and provide facilities for speakers’ 


HE PAST YEAR a Bebh seietexaruts te 


‘which resulted in an increase for Labour 
of 1,300 on the 1946 figures. Although 
‘there was also a heavy increase in the size 
of the Conservative majority, it was none- 
theless a creditable result, in view of the 
-, results obtained by the rest of the Labour 
b, Party in London. St. Marylebone was the 
only Labour Party in London to have 
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No Large Publc Meetings classes, classes on local government policy, 
No large public meetings were held during and organisational schools. 

the year apart from those held during the (Reprinted from the 

elections. I am convinced that more Marylebone Labour Life.) 
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Inter Pee eet es 4 
_ International | 
Socialist 
Solidarity 
T Is opvious that all the constructive 
good that Socialism is able to achieve 
in the domestic sphere cannot have any 
enduring significance unless there is peace 
in Europe and the world. It is also pretty 
generally accepted that the most effective 
_ Way to safeguard peace is by strengthening 
‘international understanding. wd 

We, as Socialists, have a special responsi- 
bility. 
development of that solidarity which is 
already inherent in the hearts and minds 
of all who share the same broad political 
convictions. It is our task to spread our 
Socialist ideals and to exchange ideas 
about policy and organisation. Qur own 
adult democratic machine has much to 
commend itself to the more faltering 

organisations of fellow-Socialists abroad 
and no doubt there are many things which 
we may profitably emulate in the finer 
achievements of those who have gone 
ahead of us. Those of us who went to 
Vienna as the Labour Party delegation 

last Summer found much to admire—and 
some things to criticise—in the working, 
idealism and accomplishments of our 
Austrian comrades. 

Already much is being done to make this 
kind of collaboration more than wishful 
thinking. The International Department 
for more than a year has been urging 
those who are internationally-minded 
among us to exchange correspondence 
and literature, to receive foreign Socialist 

- visitors and-to go themselves to visit their 
comrades abroad. Now we have a chance 
to exchange key-workers—and later we 
hope to interchange lecturers and to hold 
our own Summer Schools as international 
gatherings. 

But even this is not enough. Really 
effective liaison will only come about when 
there is contact between ourselves and 
overseas Social Democrats at all levels of 
our respective organisational structures. I 
am anxious to enlist the active help of 
those in all Parties, Sections and affiliated 
bodies who are earnestly desirous of pro- 
moting these contacts and extending them, 
and who are willing to assume the 
responsibility of rallying to themselves as 
many colleagues as possible with similar 
enthusiasm. Party members who read 
this are presumed to be of the more ener- 


 * 


It is to ensure an exiension and - 
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getic type, and such it is who would be — 


| ‘lives for’ this kind of work, show him this — 
article and try to interest him tohelpina _ 
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mest valuable to encourage liaison at their 


fown.local level. * on. «5 =, GS rt ae 
_ If you cannot spare the time yourself but _ 


know some other reliable member who 


practical way, . ; 
Write to me, please, with suggestions— 
ERIC RANDALL. 


International. Department, ‘Transport m 
House. ‘ oe a 
SUMMER SCHOOLS | 


are scHooL details are complete, 
sure that every active worker knows all 
about these schools and to add this final — 
information. . ne 

Michael Young, head of the Research 
Department at Transport House, Wilfred 
Fienburgh, his assistant, and H. D. 
Hughes, M.P. for Wolverhampton West 
until the dissolution, who from 1945 until 
1947 was Parliamentary Private Secretary 
to the Minister of Education and-to the 
Under Secretary for War from 1948 until 
1950, will be the lecturers in the Hom 
Economic Policy course. . 

This course is intended to provide 
students with a good grounding in Social- 
ist philosophy. 

The course on Party Organisation will be 
in the capable hands of Harold Croft, for 
many years Director of Studies. at Head 
Office and a valuable contributor to this 
journal. i 

Lord Burden, ex-mayor of West Ham 
and M.P, for the Park Division of Sheffield 
in 1942, now a Lord In Waiting, will be. 
the lecturer taking the course in Local 
Goyernment, 

Our function as a movement can only be 
really successful if we have numerous 
members genned up to the last ‘T’ Summer 
Schools are the answer, make use of them. 
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(continued from page 11) 
a personal letter from the Candidate to- 
gether with a copy of the Election 

Address; and these arriving at the right 
moment makes. sure that every possible 
vote will be obtained, particularly from 
the Removal Vote. 

To all Agents I would say that this is a 
good moment to look back and to look 
forward. 

A further article will appear dealing 
with the practical procedure for the 
trgcing and listing of your absent voters. 


“All Set 


nothing remains now except to make — 


nt 
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HERE CANNOT BE a great deal of criti- 
cism about the effectiveness of the 
electoral machines of the rival political 
parties in the General Election. The total 
poll of 84 per cent. of the electorate is a 
record. . Moreover, it must be borne in 
mind that the qualifying date for inclusion 
on the register in use was June of the 


-previous year, so that the percentage of 


the live register voting really was higher 


than 84. 


It would seem that the Labour and Tory 
Parties, at least, polled very near their 


_ Maximum strength: no improvement in 


election day organisation would have made 
much difference to the aggregate poll. 
The number of seats won by a party does 
not always bear a close relationship to its 
aggregate vote, but in the recent General 
Election both Tory and Labour parties 
had 42,000 votes each for the seats they 
gained. 

This does not mean that an improvement 
in organisation would not have affected 
the result. There were 45 seats won with 
less than a thousand votes. Of these 24 
were Tory, 19 Labour and two Liberal. 
There can be little doubt that if. there had 
been better organisation and more effort 
on the Labour side some of those 24 seats 
held by the Tories by such a narrow 
margin would have been won by Labour 
candidates and the Government would not 
now have such a precarious majority. 


Marginal Seats 

Nowadays it is a commonplace that 
elections are not won during the actual 
campaign. The work put in by the Party 
organisation between elections is a deter- 
mining factor. In addition to building up 
public support, the party constituency 
organisation should prepare a_ detailed 
record of its supporters and should ensure 
that all of them who are entitled to vote 


‘are included on the register. 


It is more than likely that some seats 
were not won by Labour candidates 
because of our failure last June and July 
to do a thorough registration canvass and 
because of our neglect of the provisions 
for absent voters. The outcome of the 
next General Election will depend to a 
large extent on the effectiveness of Party 
organisation in 115 constituencies, where 
seats were won last time with majorities 
of less than 2,500. 


aie; A. L. WILLIAMS, Chetstait National eat: Labour. PON = . 
_ The ordinary work of a coneiluchty party i 


differs from the special task of preparing 
the electoral organisation. That is the 
reason why our Parties are asked to select — 
now those who will be in charge at the — 
next. General Election. When ~he is — 
selected, the agent can devote himself to 


registration and similar problems, can set — 


. 


j 
F 


about building up a marked register, and — 


generally prepare the machinery which — 


. will operate during the election campaign. 


The agent who takes over only when the | 
election has actually started labours under 
a great disadvantage, as many discovered — 
during the recent campaign. 


Voluntary Agents 


Even if a constituency party is not able 
to employ a full-time or a part-time agent, 


there is no reason why a voluntary agent . 


should not be appointed, who should be 


left free of other duties and allowed to F 


concentrate on _ electoral preparations, 
Wherever possible, but especially in the 


115 definitely marginal constituencies, — 
there should be a full-time agent 
employed. 


At the time of the recent General Election 
the Labour Party had less than 300 full- 
time agents, and many of those had been 
at their posts. only a short time. The 
Tories had a full-time agent in practically 
every constituency, and in many they had 
more than one. That is the reason they 
were able to scrape the bottom of the 
barrel. 

We can never hope to compete with the 
Tories in terms of full-time professional 
services, but it would be foolish to fail 
to win seats due to our organisation being 
unable to ensure the maximum poll. of 
Labour supporters simply because there 

bad not been an agent on the job, devoting 
his whole time to the perfection of the 
necessary machinery. 

Many of those who were in charge in 
their constituencies during the recent 
campaign showed remarkable aptitude. In 
the case of many, their experience has 
created a desire to take up the work of 
agent professionally. The shortage of 
suitable applicants for agency posts 
experienced prior to the election has ended. 
The constituency party which is really 
determined to employ a competent full- 


(continued on page 19) . 
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‘Bury 
_ Membership © 
Increases | 


~ by S. WRIGLEY 


ae 


i BURY, membership - drives have been 
i continuing in all wards since last 
September and have now reached varying 
degrees of completion. ; 

The largest membership is in Redvales 
Ward, which in September last had about 
ao5 members. A weekly canvass was 
carried out over the whole ward until the 
end of the year, by which time a member- 
ship figure of 565 was reached. Sia) 
_Since then, further members have been 
enrolled via the collectors, individual 
members, or during the General Election 
campaign, and the present membership in 
the ward is now 654 out of an estimated 
poll of 3,000 for Labour in the ward 
during the General Election. This figure 
will probably be further increased during 
the municipal election campaign. 

In East Ward intensive campaigning over 

the last few weeks has resulted in 

spectacular progress and the present 
membership is now 457 with less than 
half the ward canvassed. It is expected 
that ultimate membership of this ward 
_will be considerably higher than that of 

Redvales Ward. 

Membership drives have been carried on 
over a long period of time in the 
‘dormitory’ and less industrialised district 
of Tottington, and the present membership 
of. 330 for the Tottington Labour Party out 
of a population of about 6,500 is considered 
excellent for an area of the constituency 
that is predominantly Conservative in 
character, 

In the Unsworth Ward.a present member- 
ship of about 350 has been reached in a 
population of no more than half of that 
in Redvales Ward, and in the overwhelm- 
ingly Tory Ward of Moorside there is also 
a membership of about 350. The remain- 
ing two wards in the town are not so far 
advanced, but the present total member- 
ship in Bury is now considerably over 2,000 
or higher than at any previous time in the 
history cf the Bury Labour Party. 
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Reader Writes—_ 


Tr YOUR MARCH ISSUE under the heading 
‘Election Publicity’, you published 
what can only be a misrepresentation of © 
the facts. f 
You classify Dennis Webb’s | election 
address under the heading ‘Too Many 
Wanted Pictures’, and proceed to illustrate 


what purports to be the front of his 


election address. The front of this election 


address was the picture of a map of the ict 


constituency bearing every polling station 
name. Whatever else may be wrong with 
this address it certainly was original and 
not hackneyed. 


The back of the election address was 
used as a window card to save expense 
and this experiment was definitely a suc- 
Would your publicity experts point 
out what wording they would have used 
—bearing in mind the legibility of the 
address necessary when used as a window 
bill. 
Failing a qualification of your remarks 
perhaps jou would be good enough to 
publish the whole facts of the case. 
Yours faithfully, 
COLIN ASTON, 
Secretary-Organiser. 
South Northants’ Labour Party. 


And We Kneel On The Penitent’s 
Stool 


Thank you, Colin Aston, for bringing this 
slip-up to our notice. Dennis ~Webb’s 
Election Address certainly cannot be 
classed among the “Too Many Wanted 
Pictures’, in fact, having examined it 
again both our Editorial and Art Depart- 
ment conclude that this is one of the 
best addresses we have seen. The idea of 
having a map of the constituency showing 
every polling station 1s clever, made more 
clever by the caption, ‘You are on the 
Map—Vote’. 

Again, our apologies, and belated con- 
gratulations on what really was a good 
address. (Editor). 


MORTONS FOR STATIONERY 


(_ ee eS SSE 
Write for samples and new List of ENVELOPFS, DUPLICATING 
PAPERS, STENCILS, INKS, TYPEWRITER RIBBONS and CARBONS 
etc.,as supplied to scores of Labour Party and Trade Union Offices 


MORTONS, 51 BAYLIS ROAD ° 


LONDON, S.E. 


ef igt 


HATTING THE RP. ery over with Dick 


Windle recently, we 


_ Discussions have, we understand, been 


found © the ~ 
setigat: Agent fully aware of the weak- 
p "nesses that exist and to which I made some 
_ reference in the last issue of the Organiser, 


onder: * abs Eee wee to. s ae 
return of deposits having regard 

the circumstances, _ Members should - 
also write, individually, and request the 


- return of the sums paid. In so far as the . 


going on with the Home Office ‘and it 


is ine giles that improvements may be 
effected. . Tightening up of the law 
relating to the use of cars is essential, the 
position of the ‘official’ pollcard wants 
‘Teviewing and an extension of the Act is 


_ needed to bring local elections within the 


scope of this section of the Act. 

One useful suggestion that has been made 
is that local ‘Registrars of Births and 
- Deaths’ might supply R.O.’s with a list of 
persons deceased who could be marked off 
on the Presiding Officers’ registers and in 
respect of which lists could be supplied to 
the Candidates’ Agents. In this way, the 
possibility of personation would be reduced 
and Candidates would avoid sending com- 
munications to persons, perhaps recently, 
bereaved. 


Danger To Ballot Secrecy 

The extension of the ‘Postal’ voting facili- 
ties, admirable as they may be in intent, 
appears to constitute a real danger to the 
secrecy of the Ballot Acts. How many 
persons were walking around with ballot 
papers during the last election? And 
further, how were the Tories able to get 
the information they obviously did acquire 
in relation to sick and disabled persons? 
Was it all accumulated as a result of 
household canvassing? 

The Union has already done some work 
on these matters and has prepared a 
memorandum containing a number of 
suggestions and this in turn has reached 
the National Agent. I am sure that we 
shall get more information as Districts 
meet and consider the problems arising 
from our experiences in the General 
Election. 


Jubilee Conference 

We now learn that plans for a Jubilee 
Conference in London have definitely been 
postponed and consequently the Union’s 
provisional plans will have to be 
abandoned. * To those of our members who 
booked accommodation, and forwarded 
deposits, may’ we say that we proposed 
that these should stand over to the new 
date. 
Tt vis contact the 


now proposed to 


social activities were concerned, and i 

respect of which applications and on 
ments were made to the Secretary’s 
department of the Labour Party, ccm 


will be made, direct, in due course ; 
Annual Conference e. 


' Members will be aware that Annual Cane 


ference will be held this year at Margate _ 
during the period 2nd to 6th October. — 
Options on hotel accommodation have - 
already been secured—we are fortunate in 
that we have previously provided success- 
ful accommodation at this venue—and we > 
shall be able to provide, as in the past, 
for our members, their delegates and 
M.P.s. : 
Terms are reasonable, 6 gns. a week ‘all 
in’ or 18s. od. daily for shorter periods than 
7 days, In addition, it is anticipated that 
we shall arrange a semi-public dance 
cabaret, on similar lines to last year’s, and — 
possibly an ‘Agents’ night for a visit to a_ 
local theatre or similar entertainment. It 
might also be possible to arrange in the — 
hotel’s own ‘ballroom’ District Nights 
similar to that ‘laid-on’ very successfully — 
by London at the same hotel in 1946. 
A newsletter is shortly going out to all 
members with full details of the facilities 
to be provided. Can we ask members to 
make provisional bookings at the earliést 
possible moment, sending details as to 
delegates, etc., later, so that we can get . 
ahead with what promises to be a a big job | 
of organisation. 


(continued. from page 13) 
March to form the party, Lt.-Col. Kane, 


_ the Labour candidate, was present, and 
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Mr. Ted Rees, the assistant organiser for 
the South-West Region, addressed the 
meeting. Mr. Fish, the agent from Brid- 
port, came along to support us, and a 
1eally strong committee was formed. 

Over 90 members were enrolled that 
night, and. the number is steadily 
increasing. 

The party plan to put forward:candidates 
for the local council election, and they aim 
te make themselves felt in Lyme — for 
Lyme Regis now has a Labour Party ! 


Revised Reprint 
of 


CONDUCT 
of 
LOCAL ELECTIONS 


Municipal : County 
District : Parish 


Text now based ° 
on R.P.A. 1949 


Prices 


Single Copy Is. 5d. post free 
6 copies 6s. 6d. 12 copies 12s. 6d. 
20 copies 20s. Od. post free 


Cash with Order 
from 


|THE LABOUR PARTY 


FRESH TO THE JOB 


(continued from page 12) 


parties, encouraging them to hold public 
meetings, especially in those parts where 
no indoor Labour meetings have ever been 
held. 

Such then is the task facing me and all 


. other Agents in ‘similar constituencies. 


Ours is the rocky road, but Labour has 


“always travelled along rocky, difficult 


. roads. 


South Bucks. is one of the last 


‘miles of this road, with patience and hard 


i 


work, and never forgetting the look on 


‘that middle-aged man’s face it is my 


privilege to assist our cause down the last 


"stretch. 


'SPEAKING IN THE OPEN AIR 


(continued from page 9) 


Their secretary was inundated with 
requests from Local Parties, from Agents 
and candidates all requesting the services 
of “Forward” Group speakers. They 
travelled the length and breadth of Scot- 


BANNERS 
Gala Days WY 


Illustrated Banners on silk, 


linen, damask, taffeta, etc. 
designed to your own 
needs. Write for leaflet 


and easy-to-compile ‘Spe- 


[cas] cification List C.’’ 


CO-OPERATIVE ART SERVICE LTD. 


la Doughty St., London, W.C.1 
HOL. 1411/5707 


land, they talked in tiny villages where 
political meetings were unique events and 
they talked also at great mass rallies, 
putting over the case for such famous 
personalities as John Strachey, Arthur 
Woodburn, and Hector McNeill. 

What Glasgow can do, so can the rest of 
the country. Here is a chance for every 
active Socialist, especially League of 
Youth members, to carry on the great task 
of making converts. 


HAVE A FULL-TIME AGENT 
(continued from page 16) 


time agent will not now have difficulty in 
finding one. 
Nobody knows when the next fight may 
come, and immediate attention should be 
given to the agency problem. The employ- 
ment of a full-time agent for some months 
before the election comes might well deter- 
mine the result. It would be tragic if 
Labour lost control because a relatively 
small number of constituencies failed to 
realise their responsibilities, 
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